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occupational groups of laborers, peasants and soldiers. As noted 
above, each provincial soviet is grouped in two or more occupational 
sections. Each section is authorized to add to itself in an advisory 
capacity up to one-fifth of its membership from among "experienced 
and necessary workers." A way is thus opened for the "expert" to 
influence government at the source. Of course, in addition, he can 
make his influence felt as an official and employee of the soviet govern- 
ment. Whether the atmosphere of domination by the manual laborer, 
which is inevitable under the soviet regime, is conducive to bringing 
the best existing talent into the service of society and to stimulating it 
to the greatest exertion, is quite another matter. 

E. A. Ross and Selig Perlman. 
University of Wisconsin. 

Proportional Representation in Ireland. In January, 1919, a suc- 
cessful trial of proportional representation was made in the munici- 
pal elections of Sligo, and in the following July a local government 
(Ireland) act extended the system to all Irish municipal elections. 
The form employed is the Hare plan, the "single transferable vote," as 
it is usually called in the United Kingdom. On January 15, 1920, the 
first general trial of the new scheme was made, when elections were 
carried out in 127 Irish municipalities. The testimony of all elements 
is that the system worked very satisfactorily. The Irish Times (Union- 
ist) says that proportional representation has "come to stay," and ex- 
presses the conviction that the early future will see the adoption of the 
system for municipal and parliamentary elections throughout the 
United Kingdom. The Belfast Irish News (Nationalist) says: "Pro- 
portional representation has been justified everywhere. We shall not 
quarrel with the verdict in any city or town, however we may regret 
some of these verdicts. In a self-governed Ireland we would have all 
popular contests decided on the same principle, and we cannot praise 
the new voting system any higher when that avowal has been made." 
The Evening Telegraph, representing the suppressed Freeman's Journal 
(Sinn Fein), says in similar vein: "The result of the elections has n,ot 
only justified supporters of proportional representation, but has con- 
verted to their view the great mass of the electorate. The system did 
not prove impracticable when tried for the first time on the national 
scale, nor did it tax. too severely the intellectual energies of the voters 
or the officials." 
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Errors and delays were few, and in the city of Dublin especially, 
where there were 150 candidates for 80 seats, the town clerk and his 
staff did their work with noteworthy expeditiousness and accuracy. 
Although no special steps were taken to instruct the voters, and not- 
withstanding the heavy proportion of newly enfranchised women in the 
electorate, few difficulties or uncertainties arose at the polls. Sinn 
Fein came off with the largest number of victories. Yet its triumph 
was not so great as had been expected, and the new form of election 
brought to light in an interesting and useful way the intermixture 
of political faiths in all portions of the island. Minorities obtained 
representation, ( including Unionists in the south, Sinn Feiners in 
Ulster, and also Nationalist, Labor and Municipal Reform candidates. 1 

1 See The Spectator, January 24 and February 7, 1920. 



